
 

 
 

Friday 20th September 2019. 

 

Dear Parents  

 

The term is well and truly under way now and the children are working really hard.  Their behaviour 

and polite manners are a pleasure to see. 

 

Celebration Assembly 

Each Friday we have Golden Book Assembly where children are awarded for demonstrating values 

such as respect, tolerance, determination etc.  We also recognise any achievements your children 

may have been awarded outside of school e.g. swimming certificates, football trophies, brownie 

badges etc.  Please feel free to send your child into school with their awards on a Friday and we 

will congratulate them in assembly. 

 

Apps in school 

Now the children have settled into their new classes we would like to start setting up new 

initiatives and Apps in school.  The Apps are Timetables Rockstars, Reading Plus and then Dojo for 

parents. To do this we need your consent. 

Please see the attached letter and complete and return to school ASAP so we can get started. 

Thank you. 

 

Read Write Inc 

We have introduced a new reading programme from Nursery to Year 2 in school called Read Write 

Inc. Firstly children learn one way to read the 40+ sounds and blend these sounds into words, then 

learn to read the same sounds with alternative blending. 

They experience success from the very beginning. Lively phonic books are closely matched to their 

increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ words, and as children re-read the stories, their 

fluency increases. 

Watch out for more information. 

 

School Councillors 

I am delighted to announce that the following will be our new school councillors.  They have been 

awarded a councillor badge to wear too. 

Nathan, Isla, Muha, Alyssa, David, Macy, Lily, Harry, Laisey, Joe, Dylan and Kim 

 

Grapes 

As a health and safety issue there has been lots of information about cutting grapes in half vertically 

in children’s packed lunch boxes.  Please can you help us to reduce the risk of children choking by 

halving any grapes.  Thank you. 

 

Harvest 

On Thursday 3rd October we will have a Harvest Festival in school for our children.  We would like 

to help local people by donating our food items to the Gateshead Food Bank again this year. Please 

send your donations into school from Monday 23rd September.  Thank you. 

 



School Holidays – Important Update Information 

Gateshead Council have released the updated term dates for 2020/2021.  Please note the new 

summer holiday dates for next year will begin on Monday 20th July until Friday 4th September 

2020 which will mean a 7 week summer 2020 holiday break.  All the information on school term 

dates can be found at https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2781/Term-dates  

 

NHS Flu Immunisation 

We have been informed by the NHS Nursing Team that our flu immunisation date has been postponed 

until Thursday 9th January 2020. 

 

Halloween Disco 

Our Halloween Disco will take place on Wednesday 30th October 3.15 – 4.30 pm.  This year we will 

hold a whole school disco at the end of the school day; all children can bring in their costumes that 

morning and get dressed before the start of the disco.  Tickets are on sale now, costing £1.50.  

Please send in payment in an envelope to the class teacher.  

 

Reminder - Operation Encompass Drop-In Session 

Operation Encompass are keen to offer the best support possible to all our families and have 

arranged a Drop-In session in school on Monday 23rd September from 3.00 – 3.30pm.  The drop-

in sessions are an opportunity for parents / guardians to discuss and follow up any Domestic Abuse 

related questions or concerns they may have with the School Safeguarding Liaison Officer.   

For more information visit: www.operationencompass.org/thenextsteps  In case of emergency 

contact 999. NSPCC Childline 0800 1111 

 
 

Attendance for week ending 16th September 2019 

Red – Danger Zone - Below 90% 

   

Amber – At Risk Zone – 91% - 96% 

     

Green – Safety Zone – 97% - 100% 
 

 

Reception 96.7% Year 3 95.8% 

Year 1 100% Year 4 93.1% 

Year 2 96.1% Year 5 95.7% 

  Year 6 98.8% 

 

Well done Year 1 for 100% last week. 

 

Just to remind you this is a Safeguarding School and we have a duty to pass on any concerns to Children’s 

Services. 

If you have any concerns or queries do not hesitate to contact me.  I do try to be on the yard every morning 

and evening when at Colegate, feel free to catch me then. I look forward to working with you all.   

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Gladstone 

Head Teacher 
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Pupil Consent Form 

2019 / 2020 

CHILD’S NAME:          

CLASS:           

There are a number of services from providers which we use in school to support the educational progress of 

your child (e.g. APPs, online software).  Each of these will host some personal data relating to the pupils (mostly 

names, ages, class etc.) and, as a result, it is our responsibility to ensure that the processing of this data meets 

General Data Protection Regulations.  Our Data Protection Officer at the Council assesses the compliance of 

the providers and gives school information about whether they meet the standards required.  Each provider 

used at Colegate Community Primary School has been evaluated and passed by the Data Protection Officer.  

However, it is important to note that we also minimise data processing and only use what is most appropriate 

for each context. 

Nevertheless, we require consent from parents/carers for each resource that children use.  Therefore, please 

read the brief descriptions below and complete the permission sections for each (please tick the appropriate 

box). 

 

1. Reading Plus 

Reading Plus is an online reading support curriculum for pupils.  It allows pupils to read a range of texts and 

receive specialised academic vocabulary and reading comprehension instruction while teachers monitor their 

progress and performance. 

I give permission for my child to use Reading Plus.  

I do not give permission for my child to use Reading Plus. 

 

 

2.Timetables Rock Stars  

Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced programme of daily times tables practice with a rock star 

theme.  Times Tables Rockstars is a gamified, child friendly approach that takes the boredom out of learning 

times tables.  Children are inspired to become 'rockstars' through fun yet structured daily practice. 

I give permission for my child to use Times Tables Rockstars.    

I do not give permission for my child to use Times Tables Rockstars. 



 

3. Class Dojo 

Class Dojo is a classroom communication app used to communicate with parents through private messages, by 

posting to a Class Story or by posting onto the School Story.  Class Story is a whole-class messaging board.  

Posts will appear to all parents connected to a specific class.  School Story is a whole-school messaging board 

enabling school-wide news and updates to be shared with all our families connected to an active class in the 

School Directory. 

I give permission for my child to use Class Dojo.  

I do not give permission for my child to use Class Dojo. 

 

My email address is: ________________________________________________ 

 

Consent Return Form 

Please complete all parts of this consent form and return to the school office.  Please contact the school 

office should you require any additional information regarding any of the consents listed above. 

Please note: You have the right to withdraw consent at any time; you can do this by ringing the school 

office on 0191 4206626 or by emailing your request to 

colegatecommunityprimaryschool@gateshead.gov.uk. 

Consent remains valid for the time your child is in school unless it is withdrawn.  The withdrawal of 

consent only applies from the date it is withdrawn; it does not have retrospective effect. 

 

Please acknowledge you have ticked all eight statements above and you give us the consent to make changes as 

instructed: 

Signed:            

 

Parent/Carer (please print name):         

 

Date:      
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