
Reading at Colegate Primary School 

We see learning to read here at Colegate Primary School as a partnership between 

home and school. Reading books with your child will give them a flying start in life and 

help them become lifelong readers.  Reading together can also be great fun and a 

special time - a time for closeness, laughing and talking together!                                   

Early reading skills and developing a love of reading       

• Read yourself Set a good example by sharing your reading – whether that’s 

taking time to enjoy a book, snatching five minutes with a magazine. All of this 

will help your child see that reading is important to you.  

• Keep books safe and look after them.  Make your child their own special place 

to keep their books. Show them how to turn pages carefully. 

• Point out words all around you. Help your child to read the words around them: 

on food packets in the supermarket, on buses, in newspapers, in recipes. 

• Visit your library – it’s free to join! All libraries have children’s sections. Many 

also have regular storytelling sessions. 

• Make time to read.  Sit close together – creating a special time. Have regular 

story times as part of your daily routine eg story before bed is a great way to 

help your child develop a good sleeping habit as well as helping them to develop a 

love of reading  

• Learning Rhymes and songs - Learning nursery rhymes are an important part in 

learning to read. So please practise at home – at Colegate Primary School a 

song/story of the week  will be displayed in the entrance – please encourage 

your child to sing it to you  

• Talk, talk, talk – it is so important to encourage your child to listen to others 

and talk so please use every opportunity to do so – when out walking look around 

and talk together about what you see, when getting dressed talk about what you 

are doing, when making and having meals together and talking about the day.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

• Ask your child to choose a book Sharing books they have chosen shows you 

care what they think and that their opinion matters. This means they are more 

likely to engage with the book. Let them read their favourites. It's good 

practice to read the same books over and over again.                                                                                                           

Tips for reading school reading books 

• Keep it short – and fun! - Learning to read is hard work for most children! It’s 

often better to have a short, focused ten-minute reading session rather than a 

long half-hour slog. Little and often is good! Turn off the TV! It's easier for 

your child to concentrate if there are no distractions. Let your child stop 

reading when they’re tired and have had enough. Keep the atmosphere fun and 

positive, by chatting about what your child is reading and helping them if they 

get stuck. Don’t forget to give them lots of praise for their efforts! Let them 

know it’s all right to make mistakes. 



• Point to and talk about the pictures Encourage the children to talk about the 

pictures – these will help the children read the words.  Encourage them to tell 

you the story by looking at the pictures.  

• Give them time. Let them make a guess before you tell them the word. Help 

them to get the first sound or try breaking the word up into smaller sections. It 

doesn’t matter if you have to tell them the word sometimes. 

• Point to the words with a finger. Encourage them to follow the words with 

their finger. 

• Encourage your child to talk about the book Talking about the characters and 

their situations helps children understand relationships and is an excellent way 

for you to get to know each other or discuss difficult issues. Ask them what will 

happen next, how a character might be feeling or how the book makes them feel.  

• Make it fun! It is important you both enjoy the time together. Don't be afraid 

to join in and have fun!  

Reading in school                                                                                        

Daily  

• Reception children will have a specific phonics session where they will learn 

letter sounds to help them learn to read and spell.  

• Nursery children will begin phonics through story/song time and small group 

times.  

• All children will start their day reading the message board and completing the 

weather chart, special helper etc – the children will apply their phonic skills to 

learn to read words and recognise their own and their friends’ names as part of 

the daily routine.  

• All children will have a story/songtime session where the children will hear high 

quality story books and sing songs                                                                  

Weekly.                                                                                  

• The children will visit the school library to choose a book for home.  

• The Nursery children will share books together once a week to develop their 

reading skills.  

• The Reception children will be heard read from their reading book and their 

reading books changed. If your child has finished with their reading book and 

would like it changed during the week please tell your child to put it into the 

reading box. 

• Reception will have a weekly writing session which will help them to learn to read 

and write key words.                               

We are very much looking forward to working with you to provide the best start for 

your child – if you have questions please do not hesitate to ask. Enjoy and have fun! 

 


