
 

Early Years Newsletter  18th October 2019 
 

Dear Parents/carers    

We can hardly believe it is the final week of the first half term – the weeks have flown 

by! The children have settled so well with new staff members and a new daily routine and 

classroom layout. It was lovely to hear all the positive comments at parents’ meetings – 

they are much appreciated and thank you for your ongoing support. Lovely to hear how 

much the children are singing the songs at home – this really does support early reading 

skills.  Please see “what we are learning” overleaf – new parts are added and great if you 

can have a go at home e.g. Autumn Walk, shape hunt and baking etc.  

Thank you to all parents who have been giving a voluntary contribution for baking. The 

money boxes are in each group’s area and any amount is gratefully received.  

It is great to hear that your children are enjoying bringing books home from school and 

how much you are enjoying reading with your child. All Reception children will be changed 

every Friday but if your child is ready for their reading book changed during the week 

please just put it in the reading book box in their group area. Nursery children’s library 

books will be changed on either a Tuesday or a Friday. You can purchase reading book 

folders from the office – these are particularly useful for Reception children who have 

Library and Reading books to carry home. After the half term holidays Reception children 

will also bring sound and word cards to learn.   

Reception parents have been invited to Leam Lane Library on Tuesday 29th October – 

please can you make sure you return the slip. We would love as many parents as possible 

to join us. 

A plea from all staff – please can you make sure all of your child’s clothes are named – 

this is particularly important for PE sessions which they are thoroughly enjoying. Your 

child’s PE kit will be sent home to be washed each holiday so can you check then. Please 

practise getting dressed at home including practising putting on their own coats.  

Thank you very much for your continued support. If you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to ask me or one of our early years team.  We wish you a very happy half term 

holiday  

Kind regards                                                                                                                           

Mrs Denise Henry and the Early Years team. 



 

What we are learning 

this week. 

Personal Social and Emotional               

Making relationships –playing with others, 

thinking and considering others feelings.  Aware 

that some action, can hurt others. Being 

friendly. Forming special friendships.  

Rules and Routines – learning how to be ready 

to learn, and look after each other. Learning 

about looking after the different areas in the 

classroom. Stop themselves doing something 

they shouldn’t.  Self confidence – learning to be 

confident to independently make choices and 

carry out tasks. Selecting activities and 

resources. Telling adult when need help.  

Communication                          

Listening and attention – listening to 

songs, stories and rhymes – see board in 

entrance. Focusing attention. Following 

direction. Speaking and understanding – 

building up new vocabulary – Autumn time, 

shapes. Developing conversational skills – 

listening to others and responding – please 

talk to your child when you are out and 

about. An Autumn walk would be great – 

conker hunting                         

Physical  Moving and Handling – moving 

safely – climbing and balancing on 

equipment. Pencil control – using one handed 

tools – playdough, pouring with jugs, 

threading beads. Pencil control – painting, 

drawing and collage numbers.  Health and 

Self-care – putting on coats, toileting, 

getting dressed.  Reception – lunchtime – 

using knife and fork.  Carrying equipment 

safely.  

Literacy                                   

Writing – learning to make marks and write 

letter type shapes – please  have pencils, paper, 

colourings for your child to use.                                                   

Reading – daily story/songtime -see board in 

entrance.  Phonics –Nursery children – listening 

to sounds and learning rhymes.  Reception 

children – learning to recognise keywords – I, 

am, mum, dad. Learning letter sounds – m, a, s. 

d, t, i, p, g. Holding book correctly and carefully, 

turning one page at a time.               

 

Mathematics Number – Focus on 1,2,3 – can 

you pass 2 forks, 3 cars.  Noah’s ark songs – 

counting pairs of socks, gloves etc. Counting 

decorations on cakes. Please practice songs and 

count regularly and play games at home.                                          

Shape, space and Measure – looking, finding, 

describing shapes. Counting sides and finding 

circles/triangle – triangle  3 sides, circle 1 side 

– have a shape hunt at home    

Expressive Arts and Design Exploring the 

creative area – collage work cutting and 

sticking, making Autumn leaves and collage 

numbers. Mixing and painting with Autumn 

colours.                                                        

Understanding the World  - Decorating 

biscuits and cakes – describing ingredients.  

Autumn walk – finding and describing 

natural objects. Celebrating Harvest time.   

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning - Using 

senses to explore the world. Engaging in open-

ended activity. Being involved and concentrating 

- Maintaining focus on their activity for a period 

of time. Not easily distracted.  

 


