
 

 

Early Years Newsletter - 7th November 2019 
 

Dear Parents/carers                                                                                                                             

 

It is the end of the second week back and the children have settled so well. It has been a busy 

fortnight with Halloween and Bonfire Night – please see ‘What we are learning’ to find out more 

and help at home. Thank you.                                                             

 

Nursery numbers - We are delighted that numbers in our Nursery are rising. We do still have 

spaces so if you know anyone who has a young child please encourage them to contact us. We 

have a flexible offer of 5 mornings or afternoons, 2 ½ full days or 30 hours full time for those 

who qualify. You can also buy additional sessions for £10 per half day – please see me if you 

are interested. Thank you.                                                        

 

Reading – The children all loved their library visit which was super. Thank you to the 

parents/carers who were able to attend and thank you for the several kind comments about 

how well behaved the children were. This was their first visit with us, and we certainly were 

very proud! It was great to hear the Librarian mention just ten minutes story time every day 

has been shown to make such a difference to how well a child  learns at school – so please read 

a ten minute story every night – bedtime is ideal! Thank you to those parents who have 

purchased a reading book folder from the office – these have made it easier for the children 

and staff. When the children need their books changed please encourage your child to put their 

folder into the reading folder box especially on Library days as this keeps library and reading 

books together.  This week the Reception have brought home keywords to learn. Please help 

your child learn them each time you hear your child read. They also have a full stop so they can 

make sentences with their words. Please help your child make and read sentences with the 

words putting the full stop at the end of the sentence. Letter sounds sheets will be provided 

next week. Thank you.                                                                                               

 

Arriving late – learning to be on time is so important so the children do not miss the beginning 

of the session. The doors will be opened at 8.45a.m for the start of the morning session and 

12.30p.m for the nursery afternoon session. If the nursery parents could arrive in the 

afternoon for 12.30p.m and wait for the door to be opened as it is difficult for staff to leave 

the children and answer the doorbell. If you are later than 8.55a.m in the morning and 12.40p.m 

for the nursery afternoon session then you will need to go to the office with your child to 

register. Thank you very much for your continued support. If you have any questions please do 

not hesitate to ask me or one of our early years team.   

 

Kind regards                                                                                                                           

Mrs Denise Henry and the Early Years team. 
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What we are learning 

Personal Social and Emotional               
Making relationships –playing with others, thinking 

and considering others feelings.  Aware that some 

action, can hurt others. Being friendly.  

Managing Feelings and Behaviour - adapting 

behaviour to different events, situations. Can 

express their own feelings such as sad, scared, 

worried. Stop themselves doing something they 

shouldn’t.                                                                              

Self confidence – learning to be confident to 

independently make choices. Enjoys responsibility of 

carrying out small tasks . Telling adult when need 

help.  

Communication Listening and attention – 

listening to songs, stories and rhymes – see 

board in entrance. Spooky stories – room on the 

broom, Pumpkin Soup, Funnybones. Joins in with 

repeated words and phrases – please encourage 

your child to do this when you are reading 

story. Focusing attention.                              

Speaking and understanding – building up new 

vocabulary – Halloween, bonfire Night. 

Developing conversational skills – listening to 

others and responding – please talk to your 

child when you are out and about.  

Physical – moving safely – climbing and 

balancing on equipment. Pencil control – 

playdough, water with glitter. Pencil control – 

mark making in glitter, cutting skills – straws 

for bones. Reception have started weekly Little 

Movers and joined Hoopstars with outside PE 

coaches.  Health and Self-care – putting on 

coats, toileting, getting dressed.  Carrying 

equipment safely – please talk to your child 

about carrying things eg knives and forks 

safely.   

Literacy                                                      

Writing – mark making/writing in glitter. You can 

have fun writing and mark making with your child at 

home on plate of flour, sugar etc. Reception started 

daily handwriting practice – c,a,o                                               

Reading – daily story/songtime -see board in 

entrance. Spooky stories – room on the broom, 

pumpkin soup, Funnybones.  Phonics – Nursery 

children – listening to sounds and learning rhymes.  

Reception children – learning to recognise keywords 

– Look at, I am, mum, dad. Learning letter sounds – 

d, t, i, p, g, k, b, c.  

 

Mathematics Number – Focus on 4  – can you 

pass 4 toys., count 4 etc . Next week we will be 

focusing on the number 5 -  please help by 

singing  5 currant buns, 5 speckled frogs,  5 

little ducks with your child. We are also talking 

about how old the children. Does your child know 

how old they are, do they know when their 

birthdays are? We are helping the children to 

recognise numerals focussing on 1– 5. Please help 

your child to spot numerals when they are out.   

Expressive Arts and Design Making 

skeleton pictures with cut up straws. 

Making bonfire night splatter paintings. 

Reception – drama in the hall based on the 

story Room on the Broom. Halloween 

homecorner, Understanding the World  - 

Making pumpkin soup – describing 

ingredients.  Discussing Halloween and 

bonfire night.  Please talk to your child 

about what they have been doing at school.  

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning - Using 

senses to explore the world. Engaging in open-

ended activity. Being involved and concentrating 

- Maintaining focus on their activity for a period 

of time. Not easily distracted.  

 


