
Early Years Newsletter 17th January 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents/carers 

This is the first early years newsletter of 2020 so although we have welcomed you all back 

after the holidays we would like to wish you a very Happy New Year. We would also like to thank 

you for the very kind Christmas cards and gifts we received.  

Home/school links  

Thank you to the Reception parents who were able to attend the reading session and workshop 

– it was lovely to see the parents working with their children and I was so impressed with our 

children during the reading activities. Thank you for the positive comments.  

The Nursery stay and play session will now take place on Wednesday 5th February both in the 

morning and afternoon. Please note the change in date. These sessions will last about an hour 

and give you the wonderful opportunity to play with your child and be a part of their day in 

school. The sessions will focus upon communication and literacy.   

Reception lunches.  

I often spend time with the children when they are eating their lunches – it is a lovely social 

time where children can eat their meal while chatting with their friends. I have noticed most 

of the children do need practise using their knives and forks – please can you help with this at 

home. Thank you.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask myself or a member of the team. 

Kind regards                                                                                                                           

Mrs Denise Henry and the Early Years team
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What we are learning 

Communication Listening and attention – 

listening to songs, stories and rhymes – Little Rec 

Riding Hood, Roly, Poly song, classroom routines 

song. Role play – acting out story in home croner.   

Nursery – listening games eg clapping and tapping 

patterns. Speaking and understanding –

Developing conversational skills – listening to 

others and responding – please talk to your child 

when you are out and about. Using and developing 

language in role play acting out. Retelling story – 

what came first, next and at the end. Talking 

about how characters feel eg wolf, grandma etc.   

Physical – moving safely – climbing and 

balancing on equipment. Jumping over hurdles 

outside. Reception –weekly PE session focusing 

on different ways of moving, using the PE 

apparatus in the hall. . Cutting skills – cutting 

out cards, making flowers, one handed tools in 

sand.  Chopping vegetables for soup and rolling 

truffles.  Health and Self-care – washing 

hands for snack. Carrying equipment safely 

especially scissors, using knife and fork – 

please help at home.  Making healthy soup. 

Personal Social and Emotional               
Making relationships – playing in a group, 

extending and elaborating play ideas. Initiates 

play, offering cues to peers to join them. Takes 

steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g 

finding a compromise. Being part of a group.  

Managing Feelings and Behaviour -  accepting  

the needs of others, taking turns and share 

resources,  adapting behaviour to different 

events, social situations and changes in routine. 

Rules and routines – tidying, looking after our 

things – please help at home.     

Self confidence –Confident to talk to other 

children when playing, and will communicate freely 

about own home and community.Can describe self 

in positive terms and talk about abilities. 

Literacy Writing – about their Christmas 

holidays. Handwriting- nursery using one handed 

tools eg cutting, baking, sand to develop grip. 

Reception – c, o a, d, g.  Reading – daily 

story/songtime – Little Red Riding Hood – 

discussing characters and how they feel. Role play 

in home corner. Nursery children – listening to 

sounds and learning rhymes. Copying clapping and 

tapping patterns. Reception children – learning to 

recognise keywords – Look at, I am, mum, dad, me, 

the, and, like. Learning letter sounds – qu, v, z, th,  

 

Expressive Arts and Design  Making flowers 

using different materials and shapes. Cutting out 

cards to create large collage picture. 

Understanding the World – Making truffles and 

soup – looking at changes as cooking. Look at 

differences in materials – dry/wet sand, 

different materials in the mud kitchen – bark 

chippings, soil, stones etc.   

 

Mathematics .  Shape space and measure – 

using shapes in Art to make flowers. Daily 

counting – how many children are here, one 

more, one less and finding the correct numeral. 

Sorting into groups in the classroom – usning 

the language of more, less, fewer etc  

Characteristics of Effective Learning - Being 

involved and concentrating - Maintaining focus 

on their activity for a period of time. Not easily 

distracted. Representing their experiences in 

play Taking on a role in their play. Acting out 

experiences with other people. Enjoying 

achieving what they set out to do 

 

·Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals 

Thinking critically – thinking Having their own 

ideas 

 

· Thinking of ideass 


